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During the weekend of Sept. 13-15, US President Bill Clinton dispatched about three dozen US
State Department security agents to Haiti to oversee a purge in the personal security unit of Haitian
President Rene Preval. The decision came after allegations that two members of the unit were
involved in the political assassination of two opposition leaders in August. For the past few months,
security concerns have increased in Haiti.
In July, government officials uncovered what they said was a plot to assassinate both Preval
and former president Jean Bertrand Aristide, and in August, several people were arrested in
another alleged assassination plot. Most of those arrested were members of the small right-wing
Mobilization pour le Developpement National (MDN). Shortly after their arrest, a pre-dawn attack
was launched against several government buildings, including the police headquarters where the
prisoners were being held. On Aug. 20, the two MDN leaders, Antoine Leroy and Jacques Florival,
were assassinated (see NotiSur, 08/30/96).
Later US officials said they had evidence, apparently provided by the Central Intelligence Agency
(CIA), implicating members of the presidential security unit in the killings. The deployment of
State Department personnel underscores the depth of US involvement in the island nation two
years after it led an invasion to facilitate the return of exiled president Aristide. Nevertheless,
Preval downplayed the presence of the US agents, saying they are there at the invitation of the
Haitian government to help reorganize Haitian security forces. "The US instructors who trained the
presidential security unit have returned to continue the professionalization of the corps," Preval
said. "I have heard all sorts of rumors, which obviously, as you can see, are not true because all
around me are Haitian security. Here they are!"
The US has set no timetable for its overhaul of the Haitian security forces. A State Department
official said the mission was "anticipated to be a few months," and could likely extend into 1997.
The US action has come under strong criticism, both in the US and in Haiti. US congressional
Republicans, led by Sen. Jesse Helms (R-SC), charge that neither Preval nor Aristide cracked down
on human rights violations against opponents. Rep. Benjamin Gilman (R-NY) said he was alarmed
that "death squads are operating out of the presidential palace in Haiti." On Sept. 17, Helms called
the Clinton administration's decision to authorize US$3 million for training the Palace Guards
"imprudent." He complained, in a letter to Secretary of State Warren Christopher, that the only
apparent objective of the money was to protect the Haitian president from his own security forces,
which were trained by the US at a cost of US$64 million.
The US action also raises questions about its tendency to operate outside the authority of the
UN mission in Haiti, which assumed responsibility for security when the bulk of US forces were
withdrawn. Although the last US combat troops left Haiti in April, during July and August, relatively
small contingents of US troops were sent to Haiti on what US officials called "routine training
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missions." In addition, many diplomats have criticized the heavy- handedness of the US. One Latin
American diplomat told The New York Times that Haiti "really is becoming more and more of an
American protectorate."
Critics in Haiti say the US action is only motivated by the Clinton administration's determination
to avoid any serious problems in Haiti which it considers a "foreign policy success" before the
November presidential elections. And, many Haitians are skeptical of any US action, particularly
those connected to the CIA, which has supported leaders of paramilitary groups and has tried to
discredit Aristide in the past. Some insist the real motive of the US is to rid the security forces of
pro-Aristide members. On Sept. 15, Preval dismissed Joseph Moise, head of the presidential security
unit, and his deputy, Milien Romage. Both were appointed by Aristide.
Haitian officials indicated that many more are likely to be dismissed from the 87-member personal
security unit and from the 200-member Palace Guard. Former president Aristide has long
maintained that the US and UN forces are partially responsible for the ongoing violence in Haiti,
because they failed to disarm the former military and paramilitary following the US-led invasion.
Since US troops landed, a vacuum has existed in day-to- day security and police operations. The
foreign troops both US and, later, UN did not assume the role of policing the country.
Meanwhile, the military was disbanded and training of a new civilian police force begun. However,
the training took time and, in the process, street violence began to increase. In addition, incidents
of political violence also occurred. However, the international troops were not given the authority,
as requested by Aristide, to disarm the population. The police force is still considered badly trained
and ill-prepared to fully assume its responsibilities. In July, many members of the new force were
dismissed on charges of being involved in drugs, arms trafficking, criminal activities and human
rights abuses.
Moreover, the justice system has yet to be revamped. In July, a Port-au-Prince court acquitted
the accused killers of former justice minister Guy Malary, assassinated Oct. 14, 1993, by an armed
commando group. "Haitian justice received a slap in the face, but it must turn the other cheek," said
Preval, criticizing the system that "puts assassins back on the street." The two who were acquitted
were M. Robert Lecorps, a close collaborator of the former military regime, and Jean Ranique
Antoine, a former soldier with ties to Joseph Michel Francois, police chief during the military
regime. (Sources: Reuter, 08/07/96; Inter Press Service, 07/26/96, 08/22/96; Agence France-Presse,
07/24/96, 09/14/96, 09/17/96; New York Times, 09/16/96, 09/17/96; This Week in Haiti, 9/18-26/96)
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